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A gold-faced coffin greets visitors as they enter the new ancient 
Egyptian gallery at the National 
Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. The 
display tells the story of the person 
behind the coffin: Khnumhotep, a 
steward who lived in the town of 
Shashotep in Middle Egypt over 
4000 years ago. Several such case-
studies punctuate the gallery, each 
exploring a particular person’s life 
at a specific time and place. Thus, 
Ancient Egypt Rediscovered aims to 
vibrantly bring to life an accessible 
version of ancient Egyptian history. 
The wall-mounted display-cases 
follow a thematic chronology, from 
the rise of pharaonic culture until the 
Muslim conquest. Highlight-objects 
include the only actual example of a 
double coffin known from ancient 
Egypt, made in Roman-era Thebes for 
two half-brothers named Petamun 
and Penhorpabik; the largest giant 
ceremonial stone knife excavated in 
the Main Deposit at Hierakonpolis; 
and an exquisite cylindrical box 
inscribed for King Amenhotep II, one 
of the finest examples of decorative 
woodworking from ancient Egypt. 
The gallery’s central cases examine 
monumental building in different eras – 
pyramids and temples – as well as burial 
practices at different times, primarily 
through several internationally-
significant intact assemblages. 
Excavated by Flinders Petrie, the Qurna 
burial of a 17th dynasty royal woman and 
child consists of a gilded rishi-coffin with 
an array of remarkable objects, including 
delicate Kerma beakers from Sudan 
and exquisite gold jewellery. The Rhind 
Tomb, the first systematically excavated 
and recorded ancient Egyptian tomb, 
was discovered in 1857 by pioneering 
archaeologist Alexander Henry Rhind. 
Archival research has reconstructed 
the story of this Theban tomb from 
its original construction for a Chief of 
Police around the beginning of the 13th 
century BC through over a thousand 
years of reuse until it was sealed intact 
with the burials of an early Roman-era 
family, including unique personalized 
bilingual funerary papyri dated to 9 BC.
AV and large-scale graphics situate 
the collection within a colourful 
landscape. Several interactive games 
challenge misconceptions: for 
example, visitors can experiment 
with building their own pyramid and 
learn about the use of conscripted 
workers and various different building 
materials. Digital labels allow visitors 
to explore content ranging from 
archival photographs to videos that 
bring the story of archaeology in Egypt 
up-to-date, including the use of new 
technologies and engagement with 
local communities. n
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The entrance to the Ancient Egypt Rediscovered gallery, featu-
ring the coffin of Steward Khnumhotep from Deir Rifa, c1874–
1808 BC. © Margaret Maitland
The Qurna burial group on display in the Ancient Egypt Redisco-
vered gallery at the National Museum of Scotland, c1585–1545 
BC. © Margaret Maitland
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